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Resolution 1978-07-16 
 
AMENDMENT TO FEDERAL WATER PROJECTS RECREATION ACT 
 
WHEREAS, federal water projects usually provide a unique opportunity for new public water-associated 
recreation and, in some cases, the enhancement of fish and wildlife resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Law 89-72, the Federal Water Projects Recreation Act, requires only “minimum basic 
facilities” be constructed by federal construction agencies but requires a prior commitment by local 
interests for cost sharing of separable costs and assurances of assumption of continuing operation and 
maintenance costs before adequate water-associated recreation facilities can be planned and authorized; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the said Act also requires a prior commitment by local interests for cost sharing of separable 
costs and assurances of assumption of continuing annual operation and maintenance costs for measures 
designed for the enhancement of fish and wildlife resources before such enhancement proposals can be 
planned and authorized; and 
 
WHEREAS, these requirements have, since passage of the said Act in 1965, in large part been 
responsible for forfeiture by the American people of the opportunity to take advantage of potential water-
associated recreation and enhancement of fish and wildlife resources; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
at its annual convention at Baltimore, September 13, 1978, recommends that said Public Law 89-72 be 
amended so as to provide, in the absence of a cost-sharing agreement with local interests, 
 
(1) the head of a Federal construction agency be authorized and directed to provide, on a 
nonreimbursable basis, adequate recreational facilities together with associated sanitary and 
drinking water facilities, access roads, boat ramps, and parking lots on lands associated with the 
project and acquired by him for recreation and fish and wildlife purposes, the adequacy to be 
determined through consultation with appropriate State and Federal fish and wildlife agencies; and 
 
(2) the head of a Federal construction agency be authorized and directed to retain beyond the current 
ten-year period the lands acquired for recreation and fish and wildlife purposes as long as those 
lands are capable of serving the purposes for which they were acquired; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Public Law 89-72 be amended to apply to all Federal projects 
except that the provisions would not be retroactively applicable where to do so would require any 
increase in Federal expenditures for any recreation or fish and wildlife development more that two-thirds 
completed on the date of enactment. 
 
 
Adopted September 13, 1978 
Baltimore, Maryland  
 
